
March 31, 2020 
 

OPEN HANDS MIDWAY’S 
 STATEMENT ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS 

 
Open Hands Midway is concerned for the safety of our staff, volunteers and guests alike; therefore we 
are monitoring the COVID-19, also known as the Coronavirus, situation carefully. The Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) are resources for us as we 
decide how to best proceed with our meal program and food shelf service. We will continue to closely 
monitor the MDH and the CDC directives in order to provide updates as further information is available.  
 
Rest assured we have, will, and continue to be following the direction of the Minnesota Department 
of Health (MDH). The state's department designated to monitor infectious diseases is the expert and we 
believe the best in alerting everyone in Minnesota on what to do. For updates on COVID-19 in 
Minnesota go to https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html 
 

Based on what we know now about COVID-19 and what is known about its spread, the MDH 
and the CDC are issuing a recommendation to cancel community events where 10 or more 
people gather. 
 

We are following the advice of MDH and the CDC. While the situation is fluid, at this time we feel it is 
in our best interest to cancel Monday meals and food shelf service until at least April 30, 2020. We 
know this is an inconvenience to those we serve but we must take the health and wellbeing of all people 
into consideration. 
 
Keep in mind the best way you can avoid the spread of COVID-19 is to WASH YOUR HANDS regularly 
with soap and water and stay home if at all possible.  
 
All Open Hands Midway program closures are listed on our online calendar which can be found by going 
to https://www.openhandsmidway.org/what-do-we-do  
 
In case of an epidemic, our top priority is to protect the lives of our staff, volunteers and guests. If you 
have any questions about our policy toward COVID-19, please contact us at 
info@openhandsmidway.org or call us at 651-646-6549 x4. For other materials and resources you may 
find helpful during this public health situation go to 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/index.html     
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